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President’s NotesPresident’s NotesPresident’s NotesPresident’s Notes    

As we travel our Lenten journey, 
let us reflect on the gospel 
words, “Seek and you shall 
find”. 
 

The spiritual life is a gift for the 
asking but does not come with-
out effort, without nourishing it, 
without consciously seeking the 
things that are above. But for 
those who do seek, life with God 
begins here and now. 

ALL SCHOOL SERVICE DAY 
On Friday, April 15, 2011, Notre Dame will be participating in an All-School Community Service Day from 
8:30 to 11:30 am. This project is consistent with our Mercy mission and provides a way for students, faculty 
and staff to give back to our community by improving the beauty and safety of the Chemung River, Eldridge 
Park fields and lake, Downtown Elmira and Wisner Park, as well as allowing us all to give something back 
to our community while enjoying nature and the outdoors. Educationally, it is hoped that the students will 
come to understand the responsibility and importance of environmental stewardship, all the while instilling 
in everyone a sense of community and ownership in our town and the surrounding area. 
 

This special and unique day will include five groups of forty to fifty people composed of the Notre Dame 
Community and volunteers of the River Friends Group. They will clean trash from boat launches, river 
trails, levees and public parks along the Chemung River, Downtown Elmira and Eldridge Park. A smaller 
group will paint and seal the picnic pavilion at the Grove Street landing. 
 

On the Thursday prior to the event, there will be a fifteen minute assembly where Jim Pfiffer will explain 
the importance of this clean-up. Students will bring a permission slip home that needs to be approved by 
parents for their participation in the event. 
 

SERVICE LEARNING CLASS 
Congratulations to Mrs. Jennifer Roberts-O’Brian and her Service Learning Class. They have 
formed a partnership with the Alternative High School in Elmira as part of their class to implement the na-
tional anti-hunger program for teen parents.  Members of the class have been most interested in delivering 
the curriculum to teen parents, but found that teens are the toughest population to get to come to the evening 
classes.  Thus, Mrs. Roberts-O’Brian arranged to bring the curriculum to them at the Alternative High 
School so her students could deliver the program.  During the month of April and May she will escort 
her students to the Alternative High School where they will be joined by a nutritionist from Cornell Coop-
erative Extension and Chef Todd McClelland to instruct a group of 8-10 students as part of their health 
class.  
 

ROBOTICS TEAM ADVANCES 
Weeks of intense hard work and dedication resulted in reward for the FIRST Robotics Team 3799 of Notre 
Dame High School. The team, accompanied by their advisor, Mr. Charles Berry, earned a place in the 
FIRST Championship in St. Louis, Missouri April 27-30, 2011. They did this by winning the ROOKIE 
ALL-STAR AWARD at the Finger Lakes Regional Competition at RIT in Rochester, March 3-5, 2011. This 
award celebrates “a rookie team for outstanding effort as a FIRST team in community outreach and recruit-
ing students to engineering”. The team also received the Highest Rookie Seed Award. There were forty-four 
teams in the regional competition and four of them were rookie teams. The Notre Dame High School team is 
the only rookie team that made it to the final round of competition and earning them a 6th place finish out of 
the forty-four teams. 
 
 The team is especially grateful to all of their mentors. They have high praise for Scott Deming, Jeff 
Domey, KR Liu, Kevin Ashton, Jason Knapp, J.P. Perino and Tom Gustin who have given much of 

their time and expert advice. Scott Deming states, “I have been involved in robotics at Corning since 1983 
and have many interests in this area. The FIRST Robotics program is an excellent opportunity for high 
school students to learn about the science and technology of designing and building robots. The knowledge 
and experience they pick up from participating in the program is an excellent foundation for students aspir-
ing to be future engineers and scientists. In addition to the technical aspects of the program it also teaches 
the students about teamwork, business, finance, computer science and many other things.” 
 
Danielle Samter and Anna Knapp were the drivers and initiators of the first robotics team at Notre Dame 
and both were very enthusiastic about the development of the project and the event in Rochester. They are 
looking forward to the Championship in Saint Louis. Danielle Samter reported “going to the event proved to 
be better than I ever imagined, not only did I make many new friends, but it increased the sense of  empow- 
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Robotics - (continued) 
erment I have received from working on the 
team”. Anna Knapp, the other team leader 
said, “It was great to see that all the time 
spent working paid-off. The competition 
was full of energy – like a nerdy rock con-
cert – and it was rewarding to see the Robot 
working well. I felt the support of all the 
other teams and cheered them on as well”. 
 

Jasper Perino, the team’s MVP was very 
involved in the project from the beginning 
and he thought the opportunity to be a part 
of Notre Dame’s FIRST Robotics team has 
been an amazing experience. He said, 
“Having the chance to learn from our team’s 
mentors has been a dream come true. Win-
ning the Rookie All Star Award and the 
Highest Rookie Seed Award did not come 
easy and it was a great reward for all of our 
hard work”. 
 

International Exchange Pro-

gram 
Notre Dame has entered into a partnership 
with the Cambridge Institute of Chinese 
Business Research (CICBR) in recruiting 
students from mainland China. CICBR has a 
well staffed American home office in the 
Boston area and offices in several major 
Chinese cities (Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen 
and Zhengzhou). Our school hopes to have 
five Chinese students during the 2011-2012 
school-year who will matriculate for three 
years. Other schools who have used this 
organization have reported that the Chinese 
students that CICBR has helped make a part 
of their school bring a great work ethic and 
a global perspective to the school commu-
nity. We are anxious to have host families 
who are willing to welcome a student into 
their home. If any families are interested 
please contact Sister Nancy Kelly who is 
helping to arrange these home stays. 
 

Pro Life Conference 
Saturday, April 9, 2011 from noon until 5 
pm, there will be a conference for high 
school and college students at the Univer-
sity of Rochester. This Pro-Life Conference 
will include speakers, workshops, hands on 
projects and social time. Participants will be 
coming from Buffalo, Syracuse and all 
points in between. Topics will include “The 
Scientific Proof of the Life Beginning at 
Conception”, “What Can I Do If I Find Out 
a Friend is Pregnant” and a personal account 
of post-abortion trauma. A van or bus will 
be leaving from Elmira on Saturday morn-
ing and if you are interested please contact 
Sister Mary Walter by April 1st. 

CAMPUS MINISTRY 

Here to Serve!   
Every year our sophomores go out of the building 
for a day to participate in a service retreat. They 
either go to the community kitchen to prepare and 
serve lunch or they go to the Holy Family Primary 
School and assist a teacher and a class as a teacher 
aide for the day.  We believe that modeling the 
Mercy Core values is a real important step in hav-
ing our students live these values of Compassion-
ate Presence, Service, Respect for All, Justice and 
Hospitality.  Faculty and students work hand in 
hand to serve others for the day. 
 

At the end of the day they spend time reflecting on 
their experience.  This year the format for the end 
of the day changed with the inclusion of hospital-
ity; the student had a cup of tea (soda) with Sr. 
Nancy and Sr. Walter.  During these sessions stu-
dents shared over and over again that they would 
like another opportunity to serve.  Therefore, dur-
ing the months of February, March and April stu-
dents volunteered again to serve others.  The sec-
ond experience was a shortened experience and 
the students were only gone for 3 hours. 
 

Next month Theology 10 students will be taking 
their theology class to Holy Family Middle School 
to present a Bully Proof program to the students.  
It is affirming to see our students living our core 
values. 
 

AP English 
Recently, the students in Mr. Pucci’s AP English 
classes had a rare opportunity to interact with 
Maxine Kumin, a winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
Poetry.  Ms. Kumin, who is retired and lives in 
New Hampshire, sent Mr. Pucci a copy of her 
essay, “A Very Old Formalist,” in which she 
shares her development as a poet and her close 
friendship with fellow poet, Anne Sexton.  When 
Mr. Pucci asked Ms. Kumin to suggest a poem 
that his students might discuss in class, she sug-
gested her poem, “Nuns of Childhood: Two 
Views” which is written in the form of a double 
villanelle.  Ms. Kumin also graciously agreed to 
answer questions posed by his students.  After a 
close examination of the essay and the poem, each 
student offered two possible questions for consid-
eration.  After further deliberation, the students 
settled on four excellent questions that have been 
sent to Ms. Kumin.  Mr. Pucci and his classes an-
ticipate another stimulating discussion when the 
responses arrive. 
 

Girls State 
Congratulations to Amelia Neumayer, delegate to 
Girls’ State, Chelsea Camilo, alternate. They will 
attend the state-wide leadership conference in late 
June spnsored by the American Legion Auxiiary. 

Recruitment 
If any current parent knows of students who 
are interested in our school or are potential 
candidates, invite them to participate in a 
shadowing experience. Please call Sister 
Nancy Kelly, who will make arrangements. 
 

We are counting on you to spread the word 
about a Notre Dame education which pre-
pares students for college and for life. Now 
is the time to sign up with our needs based/
cost based tuition program. 
 

If you have any of your own questions, feel 
free to contact the school. Give us your in-
put and as we always do, we’ll try our best 
to listen and respond to all feedback we 
receive. We know you believe in the value 
of a Notre Dame education – thank you for 
helping us spread the word throughout the 
community. 
 

FACTS information 
Parents seeking financial assistance have 
been asked to complete the FACTS Grant & 
Aid Application for the school year begin-
ning in the fall of 2011. Your completion of 
the form assists the school in the implemen-
tation of the needs based/cost based educa-
tion which makes our school available to all 
who choose a Notre Dame High School 
education. It is important that all families 
understand that this is a completely CONFI-
DENTIAL process and no one in the school 
will be able to review your financial infor-
mation without your expressed consent.  Go 
to www.factstuitionaid.com. 
 

Blood Bank 
On Monday, May 23, 2011 from 8:30 am to 
1:30 pm the Notre Dame Student Council is 
sponsoring it Annual Blood Bank with the 
American Red Cross. The Red Cross is en-
couraging our students to spring into action 
by donating blood. With the arrival of 
spring comes the feeling of renewal, hope 
and possibilities. We are encouraging our 
students to share this sense of renewal and 
hope with others by donating blood. 
 

Senior Retreat 
The Senior Retreat is scheduled for Tues-
day, April 13, 2011.  With the clock ticking 
away for our seniors, it is a timely retreat 
for them as they reflect on “Where they are 
going”.  The seniors will reflect on the past 
and the present, as they look forward to 
their future.  It is a must for all to attend. 
The retreat will take place at Our Lady of 
Lourdes McCabe Center during a normal 
school day with Mr. Sean Lukasik as the 
presenter. 
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The guidance counselors are meeting with stu-
dents to select their courses for next year. Each 
returning student will receive an Academic Hand-
book that contains important information about all 
courses available here at Notre Dame. The coun-
selors will meet with students individually and 
students will have parents sign the course request 
forms and return to the counselor. 
Parents please check Edline for reports from 
teachers and scholarship updates. 
 

ASVAB 
The Juniors took the ASVAB on March 15th. A 
representative from ASVAB will meet with Jun-
iors to do a follow-up career exploration work-
shop. This is another valuable opportunity for our 
students to think about their “life after high 
school” options. 
 

Career Development Council 
If they haven’t done so, Juniors and Seniors are 
strongly encouraged to meet with Mrs. Connelly 
from the Career Development Council to arrange a 
career exploration experience for this year. She is 
here in the ND Library on the following Thursday 
mornings:  April 14th, 21st and May 5th.   
 

Notre Dame contracts the services of the CDC and 
ND students are entitled to attend a career panel or 
shadow during both their junior and senior years. 
This is a terrific opportunity that your tuition dol-
lars provide and your student should not pass up. 
 

The Scholarship Challenge team won the Kwas-
naski Cup for the overall championship.  The team 
was Shaan Amin, Maddie Leonard, Genevieve 
Marcy and Dylan Steed.   
 

Congratulations to Mary Gantert’10 who was an 
active member of the Elmira Mock Trial Group 
and served as a Law Guardian. 
 

Congratulations to the cast and crew of the spring 
production of the comedic play by George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart, “You Can’t Take It with 
You!"  The audience enjoyed this very funny com-
edy where a charming, yet odd family lives each 
day for one another.  With fireworks going off in 
the basement, xylophones being practiced in the 
living room, and ballets being performed in the 
dining room, the show reflected what is truly im-
portant in life - love and family.  Many thanks to 
our parents and our director, Jeff Mathews who 
spent many hours to make the production a suc-
cess. 
 

To the Notre Dame High School Concert Band 
under the direction of Mr. Stephen Gergely.  The 
band will spend three days in Boston, MA com-
peting at the Heritage Musical Festival.  They will 
take in a Red Sox game on the side. 

Mayfest on its way 
Save the date, Saturday, May 7th from 
10am to 3pm for the Annual Mayfest Art 
and Craft Fair.  The schedule will include a 
Notre Dame High School Art Student’s 

Show and Sale, vendors ,entertainment, 

character appearances, raffles, a chicken 

barbecue, pigs in a blanket and  bake 

sale.  It will be fun for the whole family. 
 

One of the highlights of the day will be a 
big-signing by Ted Arnold who will be 
present from11am to 1pm. We will have 
some of his best books available for fami-
lies to purchase so thay may be signed by 
the author. 
 

If you are a YANKEE FAN the Big Raffle 
for the event is tickets to a Yankee home 
game in NYC this summer along with gas 
cards to help you travel on your way.  Tick-
ets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20. 
 

We hope to have families donate items to be 
used for the silent auction and theme basket 
raffles. As in the past, we hope the classes 
will support this worthy cause and we 
would be pleased to have you support it 
with your creative and generous hearts. 
 

In order to make the gently used BOOK 
SALE a success, we are asking our families 
to bring hardcover or paperback books to 
the school office to be sold the day of the 
Mayfest. Many people will be looking for 
books to read over the summer vacation and 
your contributions will be very helpful. 
 
 

CRUSADER CLASSIC 

       GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Save the date!! The Annual Crusader Golf 
Tournament will be held on Sunday, May 
22, 2011 at the Elmira Country Club begin-
ning at 12:30 PM.  Check the website for 
more information. 
 

 

JOEL STEPHENS  

            MEMORIAL PARK 
There are only 5 black granite benches 
available to purchase and engrave in our 
beautiful new park along the south end of 
the school.  You may also wish to purchase 
a cobblestone block and have that engraved. 
The cost of a bench is $3,000 and the cost 
of a cobblestone block is $500. 
 
Hopefully you have had the opportunity to 
walk through the park and read the many 
inscriptions on the benches and blocks.  
Contact the Advancement Office for more 
information. 

KUDOS 

KUDOS-continued Guidance News 

To the French 2 and French 3 students who 
participated in “Crepes and Conversation” 
with Mrs. Sandrine Remy and her mother.  
Mrs. Remy provided delicious crepes in cele-
bration of of Mardi Gras and students took 
turns asking questions to both of these native 
speakers. Mrs. Remy’s mother is non-english 
speaking, so it was a wonderful opportunity 
for students to try their skills. 
 

French Four students who translated 46 let-
ters from students in Pignon Haiti to their 
American sponsors. All letters were written 
in French by the Haitian students, whose first 
language is actually Creole. Our students 
wrote letters of encouragement in French to 
those students at Notre Dame de Bons Se-
cours of Pignon. 
 

Spanish 3 students who have been participat-
ing in project based learning through World 
Wise Schools. This organization matches 
Peace Corps volunteers with classrooms, so 
that students can learn what life in another 
country is like on a first hand basis. Students 
were matched with a volunteer in the riral 
Highlands of Guatemala. We have learned 
about the Mayan languages and have re-
ceived photos, postcards and woven bracelets 
from the students in this culturally rich area.  
 

Congratulations to Dr. Xie and all the Man-
darin Chinese students for their outstanding 
performance at the Chinese New Year Cele-
bration. The audience was very impressed 
with our students’ accurate pronunciation, 
their choreography and the choice of their 
music. They were even more impressed 
when they learned that our students choreo-
graphed and picked the music for the dance 
themselves.  
 

Congratulations to the students who earned 5 
out of 6 places in the Friends of the Library 
Poetry Contest.  They are: First Place: Claire 
Neumayer-“Arion”, Second Place: Li 
Molingou-“Freedom”, Third Place: Kath-
eryn Tripeny-“Roses”, Honorable Mention: 
Jack Coughlin-“The Pretender” and Honor-
able Mention: Genevieve Marcy-“Dance 
Call”.   
 

The Ellen Tifft Outstanding High School 
Poet Portfolio Award (3 Poems) went to 
Genna Wirth-“Disapproval and Disappoint-
ment”,“Afraid” and “You’re On Your Own” 
and the Ellen McTiernan Outstanding High 
School Poet Portfolio Award (5 Poems) went 
to Shaan Amin-”Reunion” , “Poetry (def.), 
“Discussion of a Dream, “Deferred”, 
“Blackwhite” and “Radio Chatter”. 
 

 
  

 

Fundraising 



Fundraising - continued 
Parents’ Advancement Fund  
Each school year we make a special ap-
peal to our parents to support the Annual 
Fund. As you know the income from tui-
tion does not cover the complete cost of 
educating a child.  Each parent is asked to 
make a contribution of cash or services to 
help make up that difference. This fund 
raising does not “bridge the gap” com-
pletely. Therefore, we once again appeal 
to your generosity. If each family could 
give what is possible according to their 
means, the school will be able to reach its 
goal for the Parents’ Advancement Fund 
which is $38,000 –  a reason.able and an 
attainable goal. Thank you in advance for 

your support of this worthy cause.  

Families donating to this fund include: 
 

Knight ($5,000 & above) 
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Gregg 
 

Crusader ($2,000-$4,999) 
Drs. Muse & Coughlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis DiFabio 
Mr. Frank’81 & Mrs. Karen 
(Kozemko’86) Steed 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Tony Tripeny 
Mr. & Mrs. Wendell Weeks 
 

Shield ($1,000-$1,999) 
Dr. & Mrs. Nishith Amin 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Joseph Antos 
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Charlotte 
(O’Brien’82) Wirth 
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin O’Connor 
Mr. Charles Xu & Mrs. Joanna Zhang 
 

Sword ($500-$999) 
Mr. Christopher & Mrs. Karen (Gizzi’82) 
Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Schmeckenbecher 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Stewart 
 

Lance (Up to $499) 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Braunstein 
Mr. &  Mrs. John Broderick 
Mr. & Mrs. William Dawson 
Mr. Tom Gaige 
Mr. Steve & Mrs. Karen (Gough’78) Hale 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Halm 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Kieli 
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Samter 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Schutrum 
Drs. Spaulding & Spaulding 

 
*indicates pledge made at this level 
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Events throughout the year 
Your participation and support of the 
fundraising events throughout the 
year will be very much appreciated.  

 

Save the dates for: 
 

Mayfest 
Saturday, May 7, 2011                 

10:00AM-3:00PM 

Notre Dame High School 
 

 

Crusader Classic 

Golf Tournament 
Sunday, May 22, 2011                 

12:30PM Shotgun Start 

Elmira Country Club 
 

 

Notre Dame’s 55th Reun-

ion & 80 Years of Catholic 

High School education 
Saturday, July 9, 2011                 

3:00 PM - School Tour 

4:00PM - Mass (auditorium) 

5:30PM - BBQ Buffet 
(catered by Bernie Murray’s) 

7-11PM - Music by Nike Lite 
**Tickets available in the Advancement Office** 

 

The School Calendar and Sports 

Schedules can be  accessed on the 

Notre Dame Website at: 

www.notredamehighschool.com.  

Fundraising - continued 
Crusader Cards (Scrip) 
Are you doing any renovations soon?  
Consider purchasing Lowe’s scrip from 
ND.  Are you going on a trip over Spring 
break?  Don’t forget to purchase scrip for 
hotels, gas and restaurants from ND.  All 
proceeds help the operating costs at ND and 
at no extra cost to you. 
 

In addition, half of the profit is  

  applied to next year’s tuition. 
 
 

 

Top Ten Scrip Card Purchasers: 
1. Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Martin 
2. Mr. & Mrs. Joseph LaVelle 
3. Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Keefer 
4. Mr. & Mrs. Roberts-O’Brian 
5. Mr. & Mrs. John DeMuth 
6. Mr. & Mrs. David Sidle II 
7. Mr. & Mrs. Craig Haflett 
8. Mr. Mark Quesada &  
 Ms. Michelle Hilton 
9.     Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Volino 
10.   Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Shannon 

 
 

 

School Calendar 
 

The calendar is posted on the 
school’s website. As you study it 
and make plans for vacations, please 
keep in mind the dates that have al-
ready been set aside for time away 
from school. Students who miss 
school because of family plans at 
times other than those already set 
aside, miss valuable classroom time. 
 

Spring Recess 
 

Friday, April 1, 2011 - 

Sunday, April 10, 2011 
 

Easter Break 
 

Friday, April 22, 2011 - 

Monday, April 25, 2011 
 

  
Student athletes need to be aware of 
games and practices during Spring Re-
cess. These students should consult 
with their coaches prior to making 
plans. 

 

 

RECYCLE  FUNDRAISER 
(Items accepted listed below) 

 

Jewelry, Cell Phones, Ink Jet 

Printer Cartridges, Laptop 

Computers, Apple iPods & MP3 

Players, Digital Cameras, GPS 

Devices, Radar Detectors, Kin-

dle & Sony Book Readers, 

Handheld Game Systems. 
 

Please bring items to the Advancement Office. 



Saturday, May 7, 2011                 

Sunday, May 22, 2011                 

Saturday, July 9, 2011                 

 

 

Saturday ~ May 7, 2011 
10 AM ~ 3 PM  

Free Admission 

We invite you to our fifth annual  

celebration of the arts.  Join the Notre Dame 

Family and help us to experience our students 

and members of the 

 community in music and art. 
 

Art & Craft Show and Sale 

Demonstrations 

Ted Arnold 

Chicken BBQ / Pigs in a Blanket 

Fundraising 

Children’s Activities include: 

(Zoomobile (11am-1pm) / Fire Engines) 

Musical Entertainment 

Character Appearances 

Silent Auction and Raffles 

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL 

1400 Maple Ave 
Elmira, NY  14904 
607-734-2267 

 

www.ndmayfest.com 





EGG�DROP�COMPETITION�RULESEGG�DROP�COMPETITION�RULESEGG�DROP�COMPETITION�RULESEGG�DROP�COMPETITION�RULES����
�

Time�to�test�your�skills�in�protecting�an�egg�from�being�dropped!�
Your�mission�(should�you�choose�to�accept�it)�is�to�design�a�container�that�will�
protect�a�raw�egg�when�dropped�from�the�top�of�the�ND�stadium!���
The�person�whose�egg�can�withstand�the�largest�drop�will�be�declared�the�win-
ner!���
����
�
RulesRulesRulesRules����
The�container�can�be�of�any�design,�but�may�NOT�include�standard�packaging�

materials�(bubble�wrap,�packaging�foam,�packing�peanuts,�etc.)�
The�empty�container�must�have�a�mass�less�than�600�grams.�
A�large,�raw�egg�will�be�provided.�
The�container�must�free-fall�(no�parachutes).�
No�kits�or�pre-made�designs�may�be�used.��

The�structure�must�be�the�individual’s�invention.�
�The�structure�must�land�in�a�designated�target�area.�
�No�propulsion�systems�will�be�allowed.�
�No�gases�(i.e.�helium)�other�than�air�can�be�present�in�the�structure�when�it�is�

weighed.�
The�egg�must�survive�intact�(no�cracks).�
�
�
Methods�&�AnalysisMethods�&�AnalysisMethods�&�AnalysisMethods�&�Analysis����
Your�container�will�be�massed�when�empty.���
An�egg�will�be�given�to�you.�
You�will�then�place�the�egg�in�the�container,�and�if�necessary,�seal�or�close�the�

container.�
The�container�will�then�be�taken�to�the�height�from�which�it�will�be�dropped,�

and�released.�
Unless�the�judge�declares�a�problem�with�the�release,�there�will�only�be�one�re-

lease.�
The�container�will�remain�where�it�lands�until�the�judge�moves�and�opens�it.�
The�egg�will�be�inspected�for�cracks.��The�decision�of�the�judge�is�final.�
�
Good�luck!Good�luck!Good�luck!Good�luck!����
�






