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Notre Dame High School admits students of any race, creed, color and national origin. Limited resources make it impossible to take care of the 
educational needs of all potential students; therefore, Notre Dame reserves the right to accept or reject any candidate for admission based on the 
student’s academic and behavioral record from the school of transfer.  Students with major deficiencies or limited ability may be ineligible for 
admission; to do otherwise is not consistent with the principles of justice.  Transfer students after the ninth grade will be subject to review and 
evaluation in terms of their academic and behavioral record before they are accepted.  The school reserves the right to ask students to withdraw 
because of poor academic performance and/or behavioral reasons. 
                                
                                     
 
                                                   Notre Dame High School is a ministry of the Sisters of Mercy 
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General Academic Policies 

 
The academic curriculum at Notre Dame High School is designed and applied to serve the needs of each student as an individual.  
This means that each student, no matter what his/her academic ability, is challenged to excel by striving for and reaching his/her 
maximum academic potential.  To this end, courses are selected by the student, in conjunction with parents/guardians, teachers and 
members of the Guidance Department.  Care is taken by all involved that the courses selected are those which will best serve to 
enhance the total growth of the student. 

 
In order to graduate from Notre Dame High School, each student is required to successfully complete courses mandated by the Board 
of Regents of the State of New York, as well as additional requirements mandated by the school.  A complete record of achievement 
in these courses, as well as in elective courses selected by the student, is maintained in the form of an official transcript.  

 
It is our policy that any course that is a graduation requirement and is offered at Notre Dame must be completed here during the 
student’s regular school day. Specific academic policies which relate to course selection, graduation requirements, course levels, 
grading, the official transcript, cancellation of courses, and mandated courses for each grade level will be found in the sections that 
follow.  Final decisions in all of these areas rest with the school’s administration.   
 

���������	�
���
�
 

Great care is to be taken by the student in selecting courses which best fulfill his/her academic objectives.  While selecting courses, the 
student must be aware of specific course and sequence requirements for graduation, the most appropriate course levels, and the 
student’s own plans for the future.  Student course selections are decided during a guidance interview, and are then approved by the 
parents.  Factors such as the student’s past success, the teachers’ recommendations and the availability of classes are considered.    

 

The ninth grade student registering at Notre Dame is counseled regarding course selection by guidance counselors.  Placement in 
course levels is based upon standardized testing, performance achievement, and recommendations by subject teachers in the student’s 
middle school.  Although each student at Notre Dame is required to take a minimum of 6.5 credits each year this requirement may be 
adjusted for the transfer student or for the student having special needs. 
 

Transfer Students 
The student transferring to Notre Dame is required to bring records from the previous school when registering.  An official transcript 
and all standardized testing results must be provided.  The transfer student will select courses under the direction of a guidance 
counselor.  Students who transfer to Notre Dame at the beginning of their senior year will not be included in the class rank process. 
                                                                    

Schedule Changes 
Students should take great care in choosing courses for each year.  Dropping courses will only be approved by the principal in 
exceptional situations.  Any other schedule changes must be agreed upon by the student, parents, counselor and teacher, with the 
ultimate approval being made by the principal.  Until a change is made and the student receives a copy of the new schedule, the 
student must follow their original schedule. Non-attendance prior to the receipt of the new schedule will be regarded as skipping class. 
 

No student may add a new course to his or her schedule after the first ten school days of the course without the approval of the teacher 
of that course and the guidance counselor. 

Requests for schedule changes to take the same course but from a different teacher cannot be honored. 

 
Graduation Requirements 

 
In keeping with the educational objectives of Notre Dame, each student is required to carry a minimum of 6.5 units of credit each year, 
including at least 6 courses each semester.    
 
The New York State Board of Regents requires that students be able to demonstrate competency “through Regents Competency Tests 
or Regents Examinations” in the basic subject areas before a diploma is issued.                                                                                   
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Examination Requirements 
 
 a.  To earn a Regents diploma, students will be required to pass, with a 65, the Comprehensive English Regents, one Mathematics 
Regents, one Science Regents, the Global Studies, and the U.S. History Regents examinations.  

       b.    An Advanced Regents diploma will be awarded to students who also complete a foreign language sequence and pass, with a 65, 
a second  and third math Regents exam, a second science Regents exam and the language Regents exam. 

        c.  A local, or a Notre Dame High School diploma, can be awarded to students who earn scores of 55-64 on some of these required 
Regents examinations.  This option is only available  for students with disabilities who have an IEP/504 Plan.: 

                          Class of 2011 – 4 Regents exams must be 65+              

                         Class of 2012 and thereafter – all 5 Regents exams must be 65+ 

The Regents Competency Tests (RCTs) are an option for students with disabilities who fail a Regents exam and may be used by 
these students for diploma requirements.  Component retesting is also available when needed for Algebra and English. 

 

                                     Course Requirements 
                                             Units of Credit to be earned 

 
                                            Regents       Local/NDHS 

               Course                   Diploma         Diploma 
          Theology              3.5           3.5 

English             4          4 
Social Studies            3          3 
Mathematics            3          3 

              Science             3          3 
Music or Art            1          1 

  Health              .5                        .5 
Foreign Language           3          1 
Physical Education         2          2 

                        (Electives)                2.5                     1.0 
                                   TOTAL        25.5            22.0 

 
 

                Diploma Requirements 
 

School Diploma Requirements:     

This option is available to students with disabilities only.  In conjunction with course requirements, a student must fulfill the 
following:  

   a.  minimum of 55 on the required number of Regents exams or 65 on the RCT exam         

b.  one credit in a language other than English 

   c.  three credits each in both mathematics and science 
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Regents Diploma Requirements  

a.  a grade of 65 will be required to pass the English, Mathematics, Science and the Global Studies and U.S. History Regents        
examinations for  a Regents diploma 

    b.  one credit in a language other than English 

    c.  three credits each in both mathematics and science 

A Regents Diploma with Honors will be awarded to students who have an average of 90% on their five Regents exams. 

 

 

 

Advanced Regents Diploma Requirements: 

           a. a passing grade of 65 on a second Mathematics (and a third Math exam for the Class of 2011 and thereafter) and a second Science 
Regents examination.  

           b. three credits in a language other than English  plus a passing grade of 65 on the Regents examination in the language.  

OR   

five credits of art or music, plus one credit in a language other than English. 

An Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors will be awarded to students who have an average of 90% on the eight (or nine) 
Regents exams required for this diploma. 

      

Special Circumstances 

In some cases, a student will need to have individualized accommodations to the above requirements.  Each situation will be treated 
on its own merits.  Individualized Educational Programs, IEPs or 504 Plans, will be devised to enable the student to pursue his/her 
academic goals in an appropriate manner consistent with the aim of helping each member of the Notre Dame community develop to 
his/her fullest potential.  Such programs will be subject to administrative approval and review by the student's home school district 
Committee on Special Education (CSE) before and during their implementation. 

 

                                                                                         Electives 

Elective courses are available in almost every department.  The student is advised in the choice of elective courses by guidance 
personnel and by teachers in the respective departments.  In any given year, courses may be dropped from the curriculum if the 
number of students registering for the course is insufficient. 

 

                                                                                    Course Levels 

In keeping with the aim of Notre Dame high School to help each student develop to his/her maximum academic potential, courses are 
offered on a wide variety of levels.  The level of a course has a designated value that is used to determine rank in class.  The 
following designations are used: 

 

AP: These courses culminate in a national Advanced Placement examination that is required of all Notre Dame students in AP 
classes.  Courses taken through the ACE program at Corning Community College are also considered “AP level” since a 
successful grade can be presented for possible college credit. 

H:  These  honors courses go beyond  the work required in the New York State Regents syllabus in scope as well as intensity of 
material. 

        A:   These courses follow the New York State Regents syllabus.                                                                                         

        B:  These courses follow a syllabus mandated by New York State and the requirements for a NDHS Diploma. 
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Grading 

Notre Dame High School uses a numerical system for grading in most courses.  A passing grade in any course is 65% or above. 

There are four  ten-week marking periods.  Deficiency reports may be sent by teachers at the mid-point of each marking period.  Such 
reports are designed to inform the student, parents and counselors of the student’s academic status.  Deficiencies are most often sent to 
apprise all concerned of difficulties which a student is experiencing in a particular course, so that corrective measures may be taken.  
Parents may request additional academic reports by contacting the Guidance Office. 

Failure of a required course must be made up before graduation.  Failures in courses which are prerequisites for another course must 
be made up before entering that course.  Generally, the failure is to be made up in summer school if the course in question is offered, 
in order that the student not fall behind in sequential courses, or fail to complete enough units of credit for graduation.  Because 
theology courses are not offered in summer school, they will have to be repeated within the regular school year prior to graduation. 

If a student fails to hand in work at the end of a quarter or has not taken tests needed for the quarter evaluation, the teacher may 
consider an “incomplete” for this student.  Students have the next three weeks to take care of this incomplete.  Incomplete grades are 
not an option at the year-end marking period. 

Students who have failing grades on their report cards will be scheduled into study halls when they have unstructured time for the 
duration of the next marking period. 

Transcripts 

The Notre Dame High School official transcript is a full disclosure transcript.  The official transcript for each student contains a 
complete and comprehensive record of the following: 

 

        a.   all courses taken during the student’s high school career,  whether  taken  during the regular school 

term or during summer school. 

        b.  all high school level courses taken by accelerated students in the middle school. 

        c. reports  of  standardized  tests  taken  during the student’s high school career (this includes, but is not limited to, results from 
PSAT, SAT, PLAN and ACT). 

        d.  summary statement by the counselor. 

Copies of unofficial transcripts which include “a” and “b” above are made available to the student and parents/guardians upon request.  
When requested by the student or a parent/guardian, a copy of the official transcript embossed with the school seal will be sent 
directly to an educational institution, scholarship committee, or prospective employer.  A $3 fee is charged for this service to cover the 
cost of mailing. 

Once the student has graduated from Notre Dame High School requests for transcripts are made to the Guidance Office secretary, 
accompanied by a $5 fee to cover the costs of processing and mailing. 

 

Rank in Class 

Rank in class is computed at the beginning of the senior year and again at the end of the first semester of the Senior year.  Notre 
Dame High School uses a weighted ranking system which awards more weight to more difficult courses.  AP courses, Honors 
courses, Regents-level courses and non-Regents level courses carry descending levels of “weight” when computing the rank in class. 

 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 

GPA is computed at the end of the junior year and again at the end of the first semester of the senior year.  In computing GPA, any 
failing grade is omitted if the student repeats and passes the course.  Pass/Fail courses, Physical Education and Driver Education 
courses are not used in either the Rank in Class or the GPA computation.  Notre Dame High School uses an unweighted GPA 
computation. 

Honor Roll 

All courses, including Physical Education, are included in the calculations for Honor Roll. 
High Honors are awarded to students who have an average of  90% with no grade below 85%. 
Honors are awarded to students who have an average of 85% with no grade below 75%. 
 
Honor Rolls are based on each of the four marking period averages. 
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To be effective in the 21st Century, students must be able to exhibit a range of functional and critical thinking skills related to 
information and technology. The Notre Dame High School Library Media Specialist and teachers will work collaboratively to 
present students with a unified and integrated approach to ensure all students master the skills they need to become proficient 
information literacy and technology users.  Ninth grade students will be oriented to the resources available through our Library 
Media Center:  databases, the online catalog and the technology.  A teacher-supported scope and sequence of skills, well-designed 
projects using Web 2.0 and other technology, as well as effective assessments will ensure that students continue to develop 
information literacy and technology skills as part of the learning process.  Notre Dame High School students will use the 
computers and other technologies flexibly, creatively, and purposefully to master the skills necessary to thrive in an information 
rich future. 

�
���������	����
This one-semester course for juniors and seniors will give the student a knowledge of the techniques of accounting and basic 
accounting principles.  It includes the steps necessary to complete the accounting cycle:  the use of journals, ledgers, financial 
statements, basic principles underlying the systems for handling cash receipts, cash payments, purchases, sales, payroll, and some 
basic computer data-processing fundamentals. 

�
���������	����
A semester course in accounting that will expand upon and enhance the principles learned in Accounting I.  It is designed for the 
college-bound student.  The content includes elements of financial records which take the student through the steps of the complete 
accounting cycle:  account subsystems which give the student knowledge of procedures for handling cash receipts, cash payments, 
sales, special accepted procedures for handling payroll, notes, depreciation, uncollectible accounts, accruals, deferrals, and using 
common techniques to analyze and interpret financial statements.  Ethical business principles are stressed.   An opportunity is given 
the student to make application to computerized systems of accounting. 
 

���
��
�
��
����
This one semester course, which is open to juniors and seniors, is designed for the student  who is interested in business and would 
like to learn how to actually create and operate a business. Students in this class will buy for, stock and staff our school store, The 
Nance. As a major  project each student will create an idea for a business, do marketing  research, and develop a detailed business plan 
to present before a board of local business leaders.  Also, members of the business community will be brought into the classroom as 
guest speakers. 

�
�������������
�����
This one-semester course for juniors and seniors is designed to assist students in developing an understanding of personal finance 
management and investment.  The class is to cover areas from how to keep a checkbook, manage credit and credit cards, to investing 
monies in stocks and bonds for personal and retirement goals.  The course will include lectures, guest speakers, readings, research, and 
career decision-making. 
 

������
������
�����
�
This year-long course will cover the basics of creating multimedia.  One of the techniques taught will be web design where the student 
will learn to design his/her own website.  Students will gain experience in Adobe Photoshop, where they will learn things such as 
image retouching.  Students will be able to create their own short cartoons using Macromedia Flash.  Adobe Audition will be taught to 
give the student the opportunity to create and record his or her own sound files.  An introduction to creating video will also be taught.  
Students will create media ads, documentaries, short films, web pages and much more.  This course will give students the exposure to 
several college-oriented media career fields. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   6 

COURSE     COURSE TITLE PREREQ LENGTH   GRADE LEVEL  CREDIT LEVEL 

        614    Accounting I            S       11-12       .5     B 
        615    Accounting II Accounting I           S       11-12       .5     B 
        609    Financial Literacy            S       11-12       .5     B 
        624    Entrepreneurship            S       11-12       .5     B 
        626   Multimedia Creations            F       11-12     1.0     B 



�������  
 
��������
�������

�������������  ����!��������
�

�����"� ������ ���#����$��� ������� ���#��� ��$���

    101 English 9 NR English 8      65           9        F        1       B 
    102 English 9 R English 8      65                  9        F        1       A 
    103 English 9 H English  8      85+        *          9        F        1       H 
    104 English 10 NR English 9      65          10         F        1       B 
    105 English 10R English  9 R      65                 10        F        1       A 
    106 English 10 H English  9 H      85+        *         10        F        1       H 
    107 English 11 NR English 10       65          10        F        1       B 
    108 English 11 R English  10 R      65                 11        F        1       A 
    123 AP English 11  English  10 H      85+        *         11        F        1     AP 
    110 English 12 NR English 11      65          11        F        1       B 
    111 English 12 R English  11 R      65                 12        F        1       A 
    112 AP English 12  AP English  11      85+        *         12        F        1     AP 
    113 Public Speaking               11,12        S        .5       B 
    114 Creative Writing               11,12        S        .5       B 
 


�	��
������ �����
In conjunction with English 10, this course is organized to provide a solid foundation in the reading of various types of literature and 
in written and oral expression.  In English 9, the student is introduced to the principles of literary analysis through the study of a 
number of short stories and narrative poems.  Two basic writing techniques, exposition and narration, are developed.  The 
fundamentals of grammar and the mastery of spelling and vocabulary are stressed throughout. Students who are designated as taking 
the course on a non-Regents basis will be assigned to sections with Regents students.  These non-Regents students will, however, be 
graded on a different standard than that used for Regents students. 
 

�

�	��
���������
�
Students with strong recommendations from their eighth grade teachers and verbal standardized test scores above the 80th percentile 
are invited to take English Honors.  This course includes the content covered in English 9 Regents as well as additional enrichment 
material.  The pace is faster than that of English 9 and the expectations are higher.  Completion of this course with  a minimum grade 
of 85 AND the recommendation of the teacher are necessary in order to continue in the Honors Program. 
 

�

�	��
������������
Sequential to English 9, this course offers literary analysis through the study of a variety of literary types   such as   poetry,   drama, 
legend,  novel, short story and  essay.  Lyrical poetry and drama are emphasized.    The   basic    writing     techniques   of  
description and persuasion are developed, while the study    of   grammar,   vocabulary    and   spelling are continued.   Students who 
are designated as taking the course on a non-Regents basis will be assigned to sections with Regents students.  These non-Regents 
students will, however, be graded on a different standard that that used for Regents students. 
 

�

�	��
����������
�
This course includes the content covered in English 10 Regents as well as additional enrichment material.  The pace is faster that that 
of English 10 and the expectations are higher.  Completion of this course with a minimum grade of 85 AND the recommendation of 
the teacher are necessary in order to continue in the Honors Program. 
 
�

�	��
�������������
This course provides an intensive review of the basic skills formulated in English 9 and 10.  A focus on American literature is 
maintained throughout.  Preparation for the English Regents exam is stressed.  A research paper is required for completion of the 
course. Students who are designated as taking the course on a non-Regents basis will be assigned to sections with Regents students.  
These non-Regents students will, however, be graded on a different standard than that used for Regents students.  It should be noted 
that all students are now required to pass the New York State Regents Examination in Comprehensive English which is given at the 
end  of  this course with a score of  65 for a Regents diploma and 55 for a local diploma. 
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(Advanced Placement English Language & Composition) 
This course is focused on both the study and writing of various kinds of analytic and persuasive essays on nonliterary topics.  Students 
can expect this course to be writing intensive.  All students who take this course must take the appropriate AP exam in May as well as 
a school exam in June.  Students who do not receive a 3 on the AP exam must take the English Regents in August.  Completion of this 
course with a minimum grade of 85 AND the recommendation of the teacher are necessary in order to continue in the AP program.   
In addition to an 85 average in English 10 Honors and teacher recommendation, students must satisfactorily complete a summer 
writing requirement prior to formal acceptance into the class. 
 


�	��
������������
This survey course provides an historical approach to the study of representative works by major British writers from the Anglo-Saxon 
period to the 20th Century.  Selected material illustrates the major literary and cultural tendencies of each period and familiarizes the 
student with significant authors, forms and literary concepts in their historical context.  A research paper is a requirement for the 
completion of the course.  Non-Regents students will be graded on a different standard than that used for Regents students.�
 
���
�	��
�����
(Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition) 
According to the College Board, this course “engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of . . . representative works 
from various genres and periods, concentrating on works of recognized literary merit.”  ALL students who plan to take this course 
must satisfactorily complete a Summer Reading and Writing Requirement prior to formal acceptance into the class.  ALL students 
who take this course must take the appropriate AP exam in May as well as a school exam in June.  An approved independent project 
may be substituted for the June exam at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
�������
�
����	�
This one semester elective course provides students from all ability levels the opportunity to significantly improve their oral 
presentation skills through regular practice and performance in a safe environment with personalized feedback.  The fundamentals of 
speech composition and delivery are emphasized.  Students will improve their speaking skills by integrating peer feedback and 
practicing a variety of speaking techniques and formats. The course utilizes an individualized approach which seeks to integrate each 
student’s areas of interest and future goals into the process of learning to speak effectively. 
 
��
����
�������	�
This one semester elective course provides students a workshop style environment in which to develop their literary talents.  Students 
will study the writing process and will incorporate daily writing practice into their writing journals.  Students will develop a clear 
sense of both audience and speaker, and in the process will discover and refine their individual voices.  Students will provide positive 
support for their fellow writers and will learn to revise their work using concrete, sensory details as well as the effective and proper 
use of syntax, diction, purpose and audience.  Students will be encouraged to write in a variety of literary genres and will also be 
encouraged to submit their work for publication.  
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This is a one-year introductory course in the art elements, principles and concepts.  Areas covered include color theory, texture and 
composition.  Students will be introduced to techniques in:  drawing, tempera, pastels, colored pencils, watercolor, printing, weaving, 
clay, technology in art and mixed media.  This course should be taken in grades 9 through 11 to provide a foundation for future art 
courses. 
 

���
��
����
�����
This is a second year course in studio experiences.  The student will build upon the foundation course and work in depth on varied 
projects.  Studio experiences will explore the further use of pastels, pencil, charcoal, ink, tempera, watercolor, acrylic, printmaking, 
and mixed media.  This course is required for an art sequence. 
 

������
������
This course is open to Juniors and Seniors who have had Studio Art and Painting & Drawing.  This course deals with advanced 
problems in creating works of art in a variety of mediums:  acrylic, oil watercolor, sculpture, collage, etc.  Stress will be placed on 
originality of ideas and improving skills.  There is a requirement of certain materials.  The students will be asked to purchase their 
own paints and tools for painting.  This expenditure is generally around $35.  This is the third course in an art sequence. 
 

��������������
An independent Senior course designed for those students preparing an art portfolio for college presentation. Stress will be placed on 
creating an individual style. 
 

���������
�����
This course is an introduction to major art traditions and historical works of art.  Students will examine periods and movements of art, 
acquaint themselves with the arts of cultures from prehistoric times through the 20th Century.  A discussion of stimulating concepts 
and studio projects will allow students to experience the art they study firsthand, which will vitalize the course.  Through successful 
examination, students may qualify for credit and advanced placement in college. The appropriate AP examination is a required of all 
students. 

�
�
�����
  
This is a one-year elective course, which may be counted as an art sequence requirement or a Fine Arts requirement.  The course will 
involve hand-building with clay and experience on the potter’s wheel. Students will also experiment with ceramic glazes.  The course 
is open to Seniors, and then Juniors on a space-available basis. 

�
�������
������	��  
Art & Technology I will explore how to create visual images that include photo editing and manipulation.  The basics of taking 
photographs, and use of digital cameras, scanners, and various hardware/software will also be covered.  Projects utilizing Adobe 
Photoshop may include portraits, landscapes, collage, and multiple images.  Students will learn to use layers, channels, masks, and 
filters to create unique images in this course. Art & Technology II will focus on creating art with various technological processes.  
Students will use the computer to draw, paint, and edit visual images.  Adobe Illustrator is used for graphic design and publication 
layout in conjunction with Photoshop.                                                                                                                                                         9 
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201 Studio Art    9,10,11,12        F 1 B 
202 Intermediate Art Studio Art 65  10,11,12 F 1 B 
203 Advanced Art Painting & Drawing 65 * 11,12 F 1 A 
204 Portfolio Art Advanced Art 65 * 12 F 1 A 
206 AP  Art History   * 11,12 F 1 AP 
207 Ceramics    11,12 F 1 B 
220 Art & Technology I    10,11,12   S .5 B 
228 Art & Technology II    10,11,12   S .5 B 
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A course designed to give instrumentalists experience in learning and performance. This kind of performing organization provides a 
group activity in which pupils learn how to work cooperatively with one another.  They will derive genuine esthetic growth 
performing music from early periods in music history through present forms of music.  A student in Band is automatically scheduled 
into a small group or individual instrumental lesson for work with individual musical problems, solos, and ensembles.  All students 
may take Band to fulfill the Fine Arts requirement.  Class time is modified and the course carries only a .5 unit of credit for a full year.  
If the student does not have his/her own instrument, one may be rented from the local music store.   
 

�
��  ������
Students will explore and perform rock, country, pop, bebop, jazz, blues, and big band styles.  Community performances, as well as 
two concerts per year, are required.  Students who are interested must see the instructor for a recommendation toward the ensemble.  
All guitar players will be placed in Jazz Band.  Students will receive one full credit along with the concert band.  All wind instruments 
are required to perform in symphonic band as admission to jazz band.   Permission by the band director is required. 

�

����
���������
The Concert Choir is open to grades 9-12 and carries a .5 unit of credit for a full year.  This course is designed to give the senior high 
student experience in vocal training and performance.  No audition is required, but a wide variety of styles and works are sung in order 
to acquaint the students with types of choral literature and performance skills.  A student in concert choir can be automatically 
scheduled into a small group voice lesson or voice class for  work  on individual musical solos and ensembles.  Many students at the 
senior high level find this class helpful for other musical opportunities, i.e., the school musical, cabaret night, or community events 
with music. 
�

��
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This full year course will consist of  building  major and minor scales, triads, and chords.  Key signatures, time signatures, and 
understanding basic rhythms will lead up to writing chord progressions, key transposing and arranging music.  Dictation, sight-singing 
and harmonic analysis are an integral part of the course.  Keyboard skills such as the piano, synthesizer and guitar will be stressed in 
Theory I.  Music Theory is required for a Music Sequence.  

 

��
�����
������!�����
�����  

This full year course utilizes the fundamentals learned in Music Theory I to write advanced chord progressions and to arrange music, 
writing simple melodies and harmonizing them.  Advanced dictation, harmonic analysis and sight-singing will continue to be a major 
part of this course.  Major composition and performance will be stressed.  A home computer is recommended for composing, but not 
required.  Prerequisite:  Music Theory I 
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�������&� �������������  ����!�������� ����� � ���#����$��� ������� ���#��� ��$���
     217 Symphonic Band         *        9-12        F        .5      B 
     218 Jazz Band         *        9-12        F        .5      B 
     209 Concert Choir         11,12        F        .5      B 
     211 Music Theory I Band/Chorus        *      10-12        F        1      A 
     212 Music Theory II/ 

Composition 
Music Theory  I       11,12        F        1      A 



 
����������������%����������
�����#������������ �
 

�
���
������
This course is an introduction to the language with emphasis on the gradual development of oral proficiency and cultural sensitivity.  
The students learn the present tense and the passe compose of regular verbs of the three conjugations plus several of the most used 
irregular verbs including avoir, etre, aller, faire, mettre, prendre, venir, lire, dire, ecrire, pouvoir, and vouloir.  Units of vocabulary of 
practical situations, daily living, student activities, food items, shopping, wardrobe, colors, and numbers are stressed as foundation for 
oral expression practice in conversational exchange.  Appreciation of French culture is approached through the mastery of the 
geography of France and a detailed study of the city of Paris.  Students increase their cultural awareness of the francophone world 
through integrated technology. 
 
��
�������
A continuation of functional communication, oral and written, and an expansion of vocabulary and advanced grammar through 
reading and writing form the core of this level.  The imperative of verbs is mastered as is the formation and use of the imparfait vs. the 
passe compose.  Reflexive verbs are studied in the present, passe compose.  Reflexive verbs are studied in the present, passe compose 
and imparfait.  The agreement of the past participle of verbs conjugated with avoir and etre is another unit    of    study.      The    most    
distinctive provinces of France and of the francophone world are the focus of the  cultural  program.  Touraine, Provence, Ile de 
France, Martinique, Cote d’Ivoire and Quebec are special areas examined. 
               
 

 ��
��������
Spontaneous oral expression in French and mastery of French idioms lead to creative writing in various settings.  The study of the 
special uses of certain French tenses and of the uses of the subjunctive is pursued, as well as the several classes of pronouns.  
Culturally, emphasis is on the overseas countries where French is the predominant spoken language and the medium for high quality, 
contemporary literature.  Belgium, Switzerland, African nations, Guadaloupe, Louisiana are some of the geographical areas in this 
category. 
 
 
��
������������
�
This course acquaints students with a varied menu of literary forms from different periods and famous authors.  Students explore 
chosen works through historical background.  Every effort is made to keep the “explication de tente” in the target language in order to 
promote thinking in French.  Special emphasis is given to proficiency in audio comprehension and writing through usage of the 
technology tab. 
 

 
�������������������������


�
            This pilot course will be offered in 2009-2010 as an elective, open to students in grades 9 – 12 who wish to begin a study of Chinese.  

It will provide an introduction to Mandarin Chinese, to its pronunciation and intonation, to its basic grammar and idioms, and to an 
elementary vocabulary.  Students will be exposed to useful and practical Chinese expressions, as well as culture, geography, 
traditions, and customs found in China.  This course WILL NOT work toward fulfilling the school’s language requirement at this 
time. 
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��������
��������

�������������  ����!������� ���#�� ������ ���#����$��� � ������ ���#��� ��$���

     301 French 1               9-11          F        1      A 
     303 French II French I       65        *      9-11        F        1      A 
     305 French III  French II      65        *    10-12        F        1      A 
     307 French IV Honors French  III      65        *    11-12        F        1      H 
     388 Mandarin Chinese         9-12        F        1      A 



�
�
�����������������%������ ������
 

�������&� �������������  ����!���������
�������  

���#�� ������ ���#�  
LEVEL 

������ � ���#��� ��$���

     311 Spanish I A        65        *       9-11        F        1       A 
     312 Spanish I B        65        *       9-10        F        1       B 
     313 Spanish II A Spanish I A       65        *       9-11        F        1       A 
     315 Spanish III A Spanish II A       65        *     10-11        F                   1       A 
     317 Spanish IV (ACE) Spanish III A       80        *     11-12        F        1       AP 
 
 


����
�����!��
The first year course incorporates the four basic skills in learning a language: oral expression, aural interpretation, reading and writing.  
In addition to the four skills, there is an introduction to the geography and culture of the Spanish-speaking countries and peoples.  
Students are introduced to a wide range of vocabulary, the major grammatical structures and the present, preterite, and future verb 
tenses.  The B level is offered for students who struggle with a language but need to complete the year of LOTE for their Regents 
diploma. 
 
 


����
�����
The second year course builds on the foundation of the four basic skills.  Verb tenses and grammar are studied more intensively.  
Students are required to function in the vocabulary presented, as well as express themselves in written form.  Concentration is given in 
particular to the area of listening comprehension.  The culture of Latin America is presented through readings, as well as group and 
individual projects. 
 
 


����
������
The third year course is designed to solidify the four basic skills.  There is an emphasis on reading comprehension by the use of 
literary materials and oral expression, including idiomatic expressions.  Students will also learn how to write long passages and will 
solidify the necessary skills of self expression and vocabulary.  The culture of the Spanish-speaking countries continues to be 
developed in this advanced level. 
 
 

����
��������
��
This course is designed to be an appreciation of the language and culture of the Hispanic world.  Students read and become acquainted 
with plays, short stories, and excerpts from novels of literary value.  Students are encouraged to write compositions of a more creative 
and imaginative nature.  Students begin to appreciate and understand the culture through the use of audio-visual materials and Spanish 
magazines.   
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�
��������
�� ���������#��������

�
�����
This required health course provides an atmosphere where health concerns can be assessed and discussed.  From material received in 
class, students are encouraged to formulate values which will make them informed and health-conscious citizens.  The following 
topics are discussed: personal hygiene, personality, behavior, emotional and mental health/illness, stress, disease, nutrition, fitness, 
substance use; abuse, consumer awareness, community health, CPR/first aid and selected topics in human sexuality. 
 

�
���
�����
���������
Physical Education is a mandated course and is therefore necessary in order to complete the New York State educational requirements 
for graduation.  The nature of the course requires that students be in attendance and participate in order to receive credit.  The student 
must participate in a minimum of 75% of the total number of class meetings in each 10-week period.  The various units offered 
concentrate on improving fitness and providing opportunities to increase knowledge of and participation in a variety of individual and 
team activities.  During the Freshman and Sophomore years, emphasis is on development of the skills and strategies used in team 
activities, while individual sports and lifetime activities are emphasized during the Junior and Senior years.  Through the following 
offerings, students are introduced to a variety of experiences that will aid in their development. 
 
���� ��������������������������������������������������������������������'����� ������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������
Soccer                                                           Aerobic Exercise                                                     Golf 
New Games Activities                                 Badminton                                                               Softball 
Speed-A-Way/Gator Ball                             Basketball                                                                Tennis 
Tennis                      Dance                                                                       Cooperative Games 
Touch Football                                             Physical Fitness            Track & Field 
                                                                      Ping Pong                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                      Volleyball 
                                                                     Team Handball 
                                                                      Weight/Circuit Training            
 
 
	���

�
Physical Education grades, which are included in Honor Roll calculations but not in the G.P.A., not only represent a student’s 
achievement on written and skills tests, but also how well he/she fulfills the requirements of attendance, participation, behavior, proper 
uniform attire, and a positive and cooperative attitude. 
 

�
����������������
�
Medical/physical limitations do not negate the graduation requirements regarding physical education. New York Education 
Commissioner’s Regulations require that individual medical certificates of limitations from an attending physician be on file with the 
school nurse whenever a student is being treated for an illness or injury.  A determination as to the extent of a student’s continued 
class participation and/or any necessary adapted activities will then be made on an individual basis.  Adapted activities may include 
written assignments, as well as limited physical activity. 
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�������&� �������������������     GRADE LEVEL ���������������� ��������������#���

         401    Health                11-12                  S                .5 
         411    Physical Education 11-12 B                11-12                F                .5 

         412    Physical Education 11-12 G                11-12                F                .5 
         406    Physical Education 10 B                     10                F                .5 
         407    Physical Education 10 G                     10                F                .5 
         408    Physical Education 9                        9                F                .5 
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Students are required to have a graphing calculator for use during their math classes.  We strongly 
suggest a TI-83, TI-83 Plus, TI-84 or TI-84 Plus because they are referenced in the students’ textbooks. 
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        COURSES 
���#�� ������ ���#��

LEVEL 
������ � ���#��� ��$���

     801 Global Studies 9 NR Social Studies 8     65        9        F        1      B 
     802 Global Studies 9 R Social Studies 8     65           9        F        1      A 
     803 Global Studies 10 NR Global Studies 9 NR     65       10                 F        1        B 
     804 Global Studies 10 R Global Studies 9 R     65              10        F        1      A 
     805 US Hist&Govt NR Global Studies10NR     65               F        1      B 
     806 US Hist&Govt R Global Studies 10 R      65              11             F        1      A 
     807 American Studies H Global Studies 10 R       95        *      11        F        1      H 
     808 Law & Society             10-12        S        .5       B 
     809 American Fed Govt US Hist&Govt R     90 avg        *       12        S        .5      AP 
     811 History of the 1960’s      US Hist&Govt R               *       12        S        .5       A 
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Emphasis here is on the study of Africa, Asia, and the Middle East.  The evaluation of economic, political, and social systems, and 
their effect on these areas is the focus of study.  The scoring is weighted for non-Regents students. 
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This course provides a regional study of areas of the world which include Europe and Latin America.  In addition to the regional 
approach, the roots of United State American society in the stream of Western Civilization are emphasized.  The scoring is weighted 
for non-Regents students. 
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A topical approach to the study of five major areas of American history:  United States government, United States people, United 
States economic life, United States foreign policy, and the arts in the United States focuses attention on a conceptual understanding of 
selected topics.  The scoring is weighted for non-Regents students. 
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An interdisciplinary approach to the study of five major areas of American history:  United States government, United States people, 
United States economic life, United States foreign policy, and the arts in the United States focuses attention on a conceptual 
understanding of selected topics.  The primary text for the course is the New York Times.  A minimum of five additional works will 
be required as well, with an emphasis on literature which influenced, as well as reflected, what was going on in U.S. History.   
Interested students must have a 95% average in their Social Studies classes.  It is important to note that the course is designed to be 
very challenging, especially in terms of time. In addition to the traditional offerings and the outside reading, students are expected to 
spend roughly ½ hour every day going over the current events readings.  Honors credit will be awarded only if a student has earned an 
overall average of 85% in the course. 
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A one-semester elective course is taught by the Chemung County Sheriff’s Department.  Students are offered an opportunity to study 
the history of law enforcement and current law in today’s society.  The law enforcement field is analyzed to expose the numerous 
functions it does perform.  Areas of study include the criminal laws, traffic laws, courts, correctional services, and drugs. 
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This course is part of the ACE (Accelerated College Education) program taught in conjunction with Corning Community College.  
College credit can be earned.  However, a student is not required to take this course for ACE credit.  It is important to note that since 
this is taught as a college course, it is designed to challenge the student.  Students who wish to take this course must have an overall 
average of 90% or permission from the teacher.  This course is for seniors only.  
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The course concentrates on the war in Vietnam and the Civil Rights struggle at home.  Literature, oral histories, music and movies will 
be used in an attempt to gain a fuller understanding of the decade.  The decade witnessed a number of changes, some of which are 
experiencing attempts to roll them back today.  Consequently, all of this should lead to a better understanding of the nation we live in 
today.  Requirements include a desire to learn and a willingness to put forth a good amount of effort toward that end.  This course will 
be evaluated on a pass/fail basis.                                                                                                                                                               17 
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This full year course, required of all freshmen, is an attempt to acquaint the student with the ongoing process of God’s revelation to 
man, as recorded historically in the Bible.  The first semester will focus on a study of the Old Testament, the story of the Hebrew 
people and the religion, customs and societies of ancient Palestine.  This will serve as the basis for understanding the New Testament 
and the impact of Jesus Christ in history, which will be the focus of the second semester.  Here Christ will be presented as Messiah 
and initiator of the new covenant established between God and all people. 
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This semester course, required of all sophomores, investigates the development of the rites, scriptures and codes of conduct of eight 
major world religions.  The course explores the common need of all mankind to reach for greater depths of faith and meaning.  It also 
emphasizes the contributions religions have made to world cultures and stresses the importance of our living with compassion and 
empathy in this global society. 
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This semester course is required for all Catholic Sophomore students.  We are a symbol-making, sign-making people!  We 
communicate with one another through signs and symbols. Jesus, too, communicates with us through signs, particularly through the 
signs of the seven Sacraments.  This semester course offers the student the opportunity to explore the Sacraments, their roots in 
Scripture and in the early Church, and their meaning for Christians today:  coming to an awareness of God's presence in our lives 
through our senses. 
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This course provides the student with an opportunity to investigate and reflect on the significance of 
religion in their lives.  The course examines the role of religion in communicating and effecting change in the world.  It traces the 
development of religion throughout history and the impact of religion in our present global society.  In addition to the course text,  
Religion and Human Experience, a wide variety of current supplemental sources are employed:  movies, printed media, television 
news and Internet sites among others.   Students will use the material learned to research and present a particular religious tradition. 
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This semester course is required of all Juniors.  This course is an attempt to help the student understand that morality is concerned 
with the way a person lives; that morality teaches not only a respect for the law, but also an expression of personal responsibility 
towards the formation of conscience.  The course focuses on the idea-making choices with regards to moral maturity.  Using Jesus as a 
role model, this course includes Catholic tradition and modern psychological insights in examining various moral issues. 
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In this course, we will study the relationship between theology and the experience of death and dying.  First, we will examine views of 
death in American society and the role of theology in these views.  Second, we will study the theology of death and dying in several 
religious traditions, including Christianity.  Third, we will examine recent examples of death in order to determine how religion 
functions to heal both the dying and the surviving.  
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The course is structured to address three questions: 

·  Who do I want to be?  
·   How do I want to live in relationship with others?   
·   What do I want to do with my life? 

Answers to these questions and related topics are explored in the light of Sacred Scriptures, role models from the world’s major 
religions and Catholic traditional thought.  Students will research Regula Vitae (rules for living) of Spiritual People.  The course 
travels on the process of spiritual enlightenment through self-discovery and tolerance of diversity. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            18 
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     901 Understanding the Bible            9        F         1      B 
     902 Religions of the World Understanding the Bible     65        10        S        .5      B 
     903 Sacraments Understanding the Bible     65        10        S         .5      B 
     904 Theology 10 Seminar Religions of the World     65        10        S        .5      B 
     905  Morality Religions of the World/ 

Sacraments/Theo 10  
    65        11        S        .5      B 

     906 Death & Dying Religions of the World/ 
Sacraments/Theo 10 

    65        11        S        .5      B 

     907 Spiritual Lifestyles   Morality & Dth and Dy       65        12        S        .5      B 
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  COURSE #      COURSE TITLE GRADE   LEVEL   LENGTH      CREDIT       LEVEL 

        962    Senior Internship                12           S             .5          P/F 
        608    Child Development           11-12           S             .5             B 
        610    Psychology                12           S             .5             A  
        712    Introduction to Emergency 

   Medical Services 
     10-11-12           S              .5             H 

        713   Basic Emergency Medical 
  Services A & B 

          11-12           F              1.0             H 
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This one-semester elective course for juniors and seniors explores the growth and development of children.   The main emphasis is on 
the physical, emotional, and social development from birth through age six.  Parenting skills, pregnancy, childbirth and special needs 
may be covered as time and interest allow.  A baby simulation assignment is one of the required course projects. 
 

�
�
�
����

�����
������	�  
This one-semester course is open to the academically motivated senior.  The objective is to acquaint the student with various ideas in 
the study of psychology.  As it is a general overview, the course may provide the student with a base for further study at the college 
level.  Through lectures, reading and discussions, there is the opportunity to examine the basic components of human behavior and the 
various theorists and their work.  The course begins with a study of the brain, nervous system and senses – the physiological basis of 
behavior.  From there, time will be devoted to the topics of genetics and environment, child development and conditioning.  The 
student can then examine   the process  of  memory  and   altered  states  of consciousness such as sleeping and dreaming.  Finally, 
time will be devoted to Freudian philosophy and the concept of disordered behaviors with approaches of treatment. 
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This one-semester class is designed for the academically motivated student who is interested in being exposed to the emergency 
medical field and/or considering a healthcare career.  Students will be prepared to complete the New York State Department of Health 
Certified First Responder Exam.  The NYS CFR certification is often an entry level requirement for careers or volunteering in the 
police, fire or EMS settings.  Didactic materials include an introduction to human anatomy, human physiology, and the pathological 
basis of selected trauma and disease processes. Clinical skills learned are commensurate with the certification level.  After school 
clinical rotations in both an ambulance and emergency department are required.  Four credits of Corning Community College credit 
will be awarded to those students successfully completing the class. Students must meet ambulance and hospital medical 
requirements as part of this course.   Students must be aged 16 by January 31, 2011.  
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This two semester class is offered sequentially, BEMS A is offered in the fall and BEMS B in the Spring.  BEMS A must be 
successfully completed before BEMS B is taken.  BEMS A & B are designed for the academically motivated student who is interested 
in the medical field and is seriously considering a healthcare career. Students will be prepared to complete the New York State 
Department of Health Basic Emergency Medical Technician Exam at the BEMS B class conclusion. The NYS Basic Emergency 
Medical Technician certification is often the preferred certification for careers or volunteering in the police, fire, or EMS settings.   
Didactic materials include human anatomy, human physiology and the pathological basis of all commonly encountered trauma and 
disease processes seen in the EMS setting.  Multiple after school clinical rotations in both an ambulance and hospital departments are 
required.  Eight credits of Corning Community College credit will be awarded to those students successfully completing both the 
BEMS A & BEMS B courses.  Four credits each for BEMS A and BEMS B.  Students must meet ambulance and hospital 
medical requirements as part of course requirements.   Students must be aged 18 by May 31, 2011 to be eligible for New York 
State certification. 
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Seniors in good academic standing are invited to pursue an internship experience in a career area of their choice. They will be required 
to spend 60 hours at the internship site and be responsible to a mentor there, as well as their guidance counselor. Because they will 
earn ½ credit upon the successful completion of their internship, these seniors need only take five subjects during their internship 
semester, thereby freeing their schedule somewhat to facilitate their experience. Seniors participating in an internship may arrive late 
and leave early when their schedule permits in order to spend the required sixty hours at the internship site. They are not allowed to 
leave school and return in the middle of the day. Internship participants will be required to keep a log documenting their hours and to 
submit a short paper discussing their experience in order to receive credit. 
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Notre Dame High School students may register for the following on-line courses that are offered through the Mercy On-
Line Network.  These courses would be in addition to the 6.5 credits that each Notre Dame student must take each year.  
Credit toward graduation will be awarded for these courses and they will appear on the student’s transcript.  However, the 
grades will not be included in GPA and Rank in Class figurations.  There is a fee for each course, although limited 
scholarships are available.  For more detailed information about on-line courses please visit www.emercyed.org or see 
your guidance counselor. 
 

The following is a list of ½ credit courses available to Notre Dame students this summer (6/21/2010-7/22/2010): 
 

American Government, Art History, Creative Writing,  Economics, Health, Intro to Psychology, Fitness, Sociology 
 

The following is a list of ½ credit recovery courses available online this summer (6/21- 7/22): 
 

Theology 9-10 New Testament 
Theology 11-12 Mercy and Justice 

English 9, 10, 11, 12 
Biology, Algebra I, Geometry 
Spanish I and World History 

 
A Mathematics Pre-Algebra Skills Course for incoming 9th graders is also available 6/21 – 7/22.  It is a summer review 

course for developing skills and is a non-credit bearing course. 
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